
Order No. 1-1/496 

OF THE MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF GEORGIA 

30 December 2024 

 

Tbilisi 

On the Approval of The Rule for Official Investigation of Transport Accidents and Incidents in the fields 

of Maritime and Inland Waterway Transport 

Pursuant to Article 51, Paragraph 5 of the Law of Georgia on the Management and Regulation of the Transport 

Sector and Article 25 of the Organic Law of Georgia on Normative Acts, I hereby decree: 

Article 1 

1. The attached Rule for oOfficial Investigation of Transport Accidents and Incidents in the fields of Maritime 

and Inland Waterway Transport is hereby approved. 

2. Order No. 1-1/183 of the Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia dated 15 July 2013 

on the Approval of The Rule for Official Investigation of Transport Accidents and Incidents in the fields of 

Maritime and Inland Waterway Transport is hereby repealed. 

Article 2 

This Decree shall enter into force on 1 January 2025. 

Acting Minister of Economy and                               Nino Enukidze   

 Sustainable  Development          

  of   Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Rule for Official Investigation of Transport Accidents and Incidents in the fields of Maritime and 

Inland Waterway Transport  

Chapter I 

General Provisions 

Article 1. General Provisions 

1. This Rule on Official Investigation of Transport Accidents and Incidents in the fields of Maritime 

and Inland Waterway Transport (hereinafter referred to as the "Rule") is developed in accordance 

with Georgian legislation and international standards. It is based on the requirements set forth by 

the International Maritime Organization (IMO), which obligate all maritime states to conduct 

independent and professional investigations of accidents and incidents occurring within Georgia’s 

territorial waters, seaports, inland waterways and exclusive economic zone, as well as in 

international waters, involving maritime vessels flying the Georgian flag. 

2. For the purposes of this Rule, the applicable international standard is defined by the following 

instruments: the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) Resolution MSC.255(84) of 16 May 

2008, titled “Code of the International Standards and Recommended Practices for a Safety 

Investigation into a Marine Casualty or Marine Incident” (also known as the Casualty Investigation 

Code); Annex to IMO’s Resolution A.996(25) of 29 November 2007, “Code for the Implementation 

of Mandatory IMO Instruments” (hereinafter referred to as A.996(25) Resolution Annex);  the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of 10 December 1982, Article 2; the 

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS 74), Regulation I/21, of 1 November 

1974; the International Convention on Load Lines (LL 1966) of 5 April 1966; and the International 

Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL 1973).  These instruments 

outline the responsibilities of coastal states in the investigation of marine casualties/incidents. 

Additionally, this Rule is aligned with the IMO Assembly Resolution A.849(20) of 27 November 

1997, titled "Code for the Investigation of Marine Casualties and Incidents" (hereinafter referred 

to as Resolution A.849(20)); the IMO Assembly Resolution A.861(20) of 27 November 1997, and 

the IMO Maritime Safety Committee’s Resolution MSC.163(78) of 17 May 2004, which defines the 

Voyage Data Recorder (VDR) (hereinafter referred to as MSC.163(78)), as well as the European 

Parliament and Council Directive 2009/18/EC of 23 April 2009 Establishing the Fundamental 

Principles Governing the Investigation of Accidents in the Maritime Transport Sector. This Rule 

is also in accordance with the Maritime Code of Georgia and other relevant normative acts. 

3. In accordance with the requirements of the IMO Resolution A.996(25) and the European 

Parliament and Council Directive 2009/18/EC of 23 April 2009, each flag State is obligated to 

ensure that a qualified investigator conducts the investigation of marine incidents. Furthermore, 

each flag State must ensure the participation of a qualified investigator in the investigation of any 

casualty or incident, regardless of the location where the casualty or incident occurs. 

4. This Rule defines marine casualty, marine incident and casualties occurring in inland waterways 

along with their respective categories. It also outlines the procedures for the official investigation 

(hereinafter referred to as the investigation of marine and inland waterway casualties/incidents), 

specifies the responsibilities of the ship's captain, shipowner, and inland waterway transport 

operator during the investigation, establishes the timelines for the investigation of marine and 

inland waterway casualties/incidents, and addresses other related matters. 

5. The purpose of the investigation into marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties is to 

conduct a comprehensive examination of the surrounding circumstances, identify the causes and 



consequences, assess the actions of the parties involved, and develop preventive measures to avoid 

similar incidents in the future. 

6. For the purposes of these rules, the Transportation Safety Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of 

Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia (hereinafter referred to as "Investigation 

Bureau") serves as the competent authority vested with the mandate to investigate marine and 

inland waterway incidents/casualties.  

7. The Investigation Bureau conducts its investigations with full functional independence, remains 

free from external directives and exercises unrestricted authority to carry out investigations within 

the framework of the law. 

 

Article 2. Scope  

1. These Rules shall apply to: 

a) Vessels flying the national flag of Georgia, regardless of the location of the incident/casualty. 

b) Vessels flying a foreign flag that experience an incident within Georgia’s territorial sea, inland 

waters, or exclusive economic zone, or in cases where the incident/casualty results in 

environmental damage. 

c) Vessels flying a foreign flag involved in a marine incident/casualty  beyond Georgia’s territorial 

sea, provided that the vessel's captain and/or owner, and/or the competent authority of the flag 

State submits a written request for an investigation of the incident/casualty  to the Investigation 

Bureau, and the Bureau grants approval to proceed. 

d) Floating docks, shipyards, platforms, stations, and landing points located within Georgia’s 

territorial sea, inland waters, or exclusive economic zone that suffer a marine incident/casualty 

during relocation, provided the incident results in environmental damage; 

e) Vessels operating within Georgia’s inland waters, including rivers, lakes, and reservoirs as 

defined by the Law of Georgia on Water, engaged in passenger and/or cargo traffic or related 

activities. 

2. These Rules shall not apply to: 

a) State-owned vessels used for non-commercial purposes, including military vessels; 

b) Barges; 

c) Vessels operating within Georgia’s territorial waters, seaports, inland waters or exclusive economic 

zone that are propelled solely by human power or non-mechanical means, as well as primitive wooden 

vessels and small-sized vessels, except for those with a crew or a capacity to carry more than twelve 

passengers for commercial purposes, as defined by the Maritime Code of Georgia; 

d) Fishing vessels with a length of less than 15 meters. 

3. Any incident/casualty involving the vessels listed in paragraph 2 of this article shall be investigated in 

accordance with the applicable laws of Georgia. 



4. The collection of all necessary documents related to the marine incident/casualty, as well as the internal 

investigation of the marine incident/casualty (hereinafter referred to as the "internal investigation"), shall 

be carried out by the captain and/or owner of the vessel involved, under the oversight of the State 

Supervision and Control Service of the Seaport – a structural entity of the LEPL Maritime Transport 

Agency under the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia. 

5. The oversight referred to in paragraph 4 of this article is carried out by the head of the Seaport State 

Supervision and Control Service, from the moment of the marine incident/casualty until the involved 

vessel departs the port, and thereafter, when transferring the investigation to the Investigation Bureau. 

6. The investigation of a marine or inland waterway incident/casualty does not affect any ongoing 

criminal, civil or administrative proceedings related to the incident/casualty. 

Article 3. Terms and Definitions  

1. Pursuant to the Annex to International Maritime Organization Assembly Resolution A.849(20) of 

27 November 1997, titled "Code for the Investigation of Marine Casualties and Incidents" (MSC-

MEPC.3/Circ.3), as amended, and in compliance with requirements, international standards and 

recommended practices of the European Parliament and Council Directive 2009/18/EC of 23 April 2009, 

the terms and definitions used herein shall have the following meanings: 

a) Marine Casualty – Refers to an event, or a sequence of events, occurring within the maritime 

environment that results in serious injury or death of an individual; the loss of a person from a vessel; the 

loss or abandonment of a vessel; material damage to a vessel; the stranding or disabling of a vessel, or the 

involvement of a vessel in a collision;  significant damage to marine infrastructure that may pose a threat 

to other vessels or individuals; potential or actual environmental harm caused by damage to the vessel. 

However, a marine casualty does not include a deliberate act or omission, with the intention to cause 

harm to the safety of a vessel, an individual or the environment. 

b) Marine transport casualties may be classified (by severity) as follows: very serious marine casualty, 

serious marine casualty, less serious marine casualty, and marine incident. 

b.a) Very Serious Marine Casualty – Refers to a marine casualty that results in the total loss of a vessel, 

fatalities, or significant environmental damage. 

b.b) Serious Marine Casualty – Refers to an incident that is not classified as a very serious marine 

casualty and includes events such as fires, explosions, collisions, wreck, contact, damage caused by 

adverse weather, damage from ice contact, hull cracks, or significant structural damage to the hull, 

among others. 

This may result in: 

- Disabling the vessel’s main engines, severe damage to crew and passenger accommodations, 

significant structural damage to the hull, or a breach of the vessel's integrity. 

- The vessel being unable to continue its movement; environmental pollution (regardless of the 

amount of substance discharged into the sea); or an incident requiring tug assistance or help from 

the shore. 



b.g) Less Serious Marine Casualty – Refers to an incident that does not qualify as either a very serious or 

serious marine casualty. 

b.d) Marine Incident – Refers to an event or sequence of events, other than a marine casualty, that would 

endanger the safety of the vessel. An incident may involve technical failures, equipment malfunctions, or 

navigational difficulties that could potentially disrupt or pose a risk to the vessel, its occupants, or the 

natural environment, but does not necessarily result in damage or significant loss. 

 

g) Inland Waterway Transport Casualties (hereinafter referred to as "Inland Waterway Casualties") may 

be classified (by severity) as follows: inland waterway casualty, serious casualty and incident. 

g.a) Inland Waterway Casualty refers to any event that results in: the death or serious injury of an 

individual; significant damage to the vessel or other property involved; substantial damage to 

infrastructure or the environment; or any event that severely impacts safety, such as a collision, 

foundering, or other hazardous situations that cause damage to the vessel or harm to individuals. 

g.b) Serious Casualty – Refers to an event in which: one person is killed or at least five individuals suffer 

serious bodily injury; damage to the vessel’s infrastructure or the environment exceeds 2 million GEL. 

This definition is consistent with similar incidents in other transport sectors, highlighting the event's 

severity in terms of its impact on individuals or material damage. 

g.g) Incident – Refers to any event that is not classified as an inland waterway casualty or a serious 

casualty but still affects the safety of inland waterway transport. Such an incident may involve technical 

malfunctions, equipment failures, or navigational challenges that could pose a threat to the safety of 

inland waterway transport. 

d) Causal Factor - Refers to actions, omissions, events or conditions, without which: the marine casualty 

or marine incident would not have occurred; or adverse consequences associated with the marine casualty 

or marine incident would probably not have occurred or have been as serious; 

e) Safety Recommendation - Refers to any suggestion, including those related to registration and control, 

issued by the investigating State or the lead investigating state, based on the information gathered during 

the investigation, or by the investigator acting in line with the analysis of that information and the 

findings of the investigation. 

(f) Investigation - Refers to the process of examining a marine or inland waterway casualty or incident to 

prevent similar occurrences in the future. It involves the collection and analysis of all relevant facts, the 

identification of the causal factors behind the incident/casualty, and, based on the findings, the issuance 

of appropriate safety recommendations.  

(g) Investigating Authority/Administration - Refers to any entity within a State responsible for 

conducting investigations in accordance with these Rules. In the case of Georgia, this is the Transportation 

Safety Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia. 



h) Investigating State - Refers to a flag state, a state, or a coalition of states that assumes the responsibility 

for conducting the investigation of a marine or inland waterway incident/casualty, in accordance with 

the applicable agreement under these Rules. 

 (i) Lead Investigating State - Refers to the State that, in agreement with the State most directly concerned 

about the investigation, takes the lead in conducting the investigation of a maritime incident/casualty. 

(j) Invited Specialist - Refers to a person with the required competence/qualifications who offers expert 

assistance to the investigator during the investigation of a marine incident/casualty. The Bureau decides 

to invite such a specialist as needed. 

(k) Interested Party refers to an organization or individual with a substantial interest, legal entitlement, 

or legitimate expectation regarding the outcome of the investigation into an incident and/or casualty. 

(l) Investigation Report refers to a document prepared by the investigator that contains the following 

information: 

 A brief description of the incident/casualty, specifying whether it resulted in the loss of life, injury, 

and/or environmental pollution; 

 Information on the flag state, shipowner, operator, and classification society; 

 Details on the vessel’s gross tonnage, engine specifications, crew composition, and crew 

experience; 

 A comprehensive analysis of the causes of the incident or casualty; 

 Analysis and commentary on contributing factors, including human, mechanical and 

organizational elements; 

 Discussion of factors identified by the investigator, identification of safety concerns and key 

findings by the investigator; 

 Recommendations to prevent similar casualties and incidents in the future.    

(m) Technical Document on a Marine Incident - Refers to a document in which the ship's captain and/or 

the classification society provide a detailed description of the technical condition of the vessel/its 

mechanisms following a marine incident/casualty. 

(n) Substantially Interested State - Refers to a state: 

 Which is the flag State of a vessel involved in a marine casualty or marine incident; 

 Which is the coastal State involved in a marine casualty or marine incident; 

 Whose environment was severely damaged by a marine casualty or marine incident (including the 

environment of its waters and territories recognized under international law);  

 Where the consequences of a marine casualty or marine incident caused serious harm to artificial 

islands or structures over which it is entitled to exercise jurisdiction; 

 Where, as a result of a marine casualty, nationals of that State lost their lives or received serious 

injuries; 

 That has information at its disposal that the investigating State considers useful to the marine 

incident/marine casualty investigation;  



 That has jurisdiction over the area of the marine incident/marine casualty, in accordance with 

international law; 

 That for some other reason establishes an interest that is considered significant by the lead 

investigating State. 

(o) Inland Waterway Transport - Refers to the transportation sector involving the traffic of passengers 

and/or cargo on inland waterways, including rivers, lakes and reservoirs, as outlined in the Law of Georgia 

on Water, along with the associated activities. 

(p) Inland Waterway Vessels - Refer to vessels that operate on rivers, lakes, and reservoirs as specified in 

the Law of Georgia on Water. 

(q) Material Damage – In relation to marine casualties and inland waterway casualties, refers to damage 

that significantly affects the maritime and inland waterway infrastructure or compromises a vessel’s 

structural integrity, operational capabilities, or overall functionality. It includes damage requiring the 

repair or replacement of critical components; It also refers to the complete destruction of maritime and 

inland waterway infrastructure or a vessel. 

r) Serious Bodily Injury - Refers to bodily injury sustained during a marine casualty/marine incident that 

renders an individual incapacitated for more than 72 hours within the first seven days of the injury. 

s) Fatality - Refers to a casualty in which an individual sustains injuries that lead to death either 

immediately or within 30 days of the casualty. 

t) Significant Environmental Damage - Refers to harm to the environment, with its extent (severity) 

determined by the affected State. 

u)  Coastal Waters - Refer to the waters stretching seaward as far as one nautical mile from the coastline. 

v) Global Integrated Shipping Information System (GISIS) - Requires that the country conducting an 

investigation into a marine casualty must submit a notification to GISIS concerning both "very serious 

marine casualty" and "serious marine casualty." 

w) European Marine Casualty Information Platform (EMCIP) - The European Marine Casualty 

Information Platform (EMCIP) - Requires member states to report marine casualties to EMCIP’s 

electronic database, where the data is preserved for future prevention and analysis. 

x) Automatic Identification System (AIS) – Refers to a vessel navigational information system that 

automatically transmits essential data between vessels and shore stations, including the vessel’s name, 

type, route details, cargo type, destination, and other relevant information. 

y) Voyage Data Recorder (VDR)  - Refers to a shipboard device that automatically records and stores 

essential data, including the vessel’s geographic coordinates, trajectory, speed, environmental conditions, 

technical status, navigational bridge audio recordings, etc. 



z) Small-sized vessel – Refers to a vessel measuring less than seven (7) meters in length, designed for 

recreational, commercial, economic, tourism, sports, or other purposes, regardless of its type, origin, or 

navigation area. 

aa) Landing Point – Refers to specially equipped floating stage designed for mooring vessels. 

Article 4. Categories of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties  

1. A marine or inland waterway incident/casualty resulting from a collision between two or more 

vessels shall be investigated as a single event, with the type and category determined separately 

for each vessel. The findings of investigation of marine or inland waterway incident/casualty shall 

be presented in a unified report. 

2. The classification of marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties is outlined in Annex 1 to 

these Rules. 

Article 5. Investigation Status 

a) The investigation of a marine or inland waterway incident/casualty is an independent process, separate 

from any criminal or parallel investigations aimed at determining an individual’s liability or establishing 

guilt. 

b) The primary objective of investigating a marine or inland waterway incident/casualty is to prevent 

similar occurrences in the future. The investigation is not intended to assign blame or determine 

responsibility. 

c) The investigation referred to in paragraph "a" shall not be delayed, extended, or postponed due to any 

other investigation specified in this article. 

Article 6. State Investigation of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties  

1. Georgia, as the investigating State, shall be responsible for examining marine and inland waterway 

incidents/casualties occurring within its territorial waters, exclusive economic zone, or inland 

waters. If the marine casualty/marine incident involves a vessel flying the flag of a foreign State, 

the Bureau may, upon request from the competent authority of that State and through mutual 

agreement, transfer the investigation authority to them. 

2. If Georgia qualifies as a substantially interested State under subparagraph (s) of Article 3 of these 

Rules, the Bureau must promptly notify the investigating State whether it intends to participate 

in the investigation. Additionally, the Bureau must decide whether to dispatch or appoint a 

representative to the incident site and provide the investigating State with all relevant information 

regarding the vessel and its crew. 

3. If the marine incident/marine casualty is caused by a collision between vessels flying the flags of 

Georgia and a foreign state, the investigation of such marine incident/marine casualty shall be led 

by the competent authority of one of the flag States, as determined by mutual agreement. 

4. If any of the grounds specified in subparagraph (s) of Article 3 of these Rules are present, the 

competent authority of a State with a substantial interest in the investigation must be involved in 

the process upon its request. 

5. In cases outlined in paragraph 3 of this Article, where the investigation of an incident is led by 

the investigator, they shall be responsible for: 



a) Developing a comprehensive strategy for the investigation of the marine incident/marine 

casualty; 

b) Coordinating actions among interested states, organizations concerned with the marine 

incident/marine casualty and other authorized entities; 

c) Ensuring full compliance with the requirements of Georgian legislation throughout the 

investigation the marine incident/marine casualty; 

d) Safeguarding and preserving all materials obtained during the investigation; 

e) Preparing a detailed report on the findings of the investigation. 

Chapter II 

Investigator of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties  

Article 7. Investigator of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties  

The investigator of the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties is the Transportation Safety 

Investigation Bureau under the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia. In 

carrying out investigations, the Bureau functions independently and is not subject to any external 

instructions. 

Article 8. Main Rights and Obligations of the Investigator of Marine and Inland Waterway 

Incidents/Casualties  

The investigator responsible for marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties must, within the scope 

of their authority, ensure the following during the investigation: 

a) Conducting the objective and comprehensive of the investigation into the marine and inland 

waterway incidents/casualties; 

b) Coordinating the actions of all individuals involved in the investigation of marine and inland 

waterway incidents/casualties; 

c) Analyzing, storing, and safeguarding the information obtained from marine and inland waterway 

incidents/casualties; 

d) Preparing the investigation report in compliance with the requirements outlined in these Rules; 

e) Protecting the site of marine and inland waterway incident/casualty and preserving items related 

thereto; 

f) Providing briefings on the use of safety equipment while working on the site of the marine and inland 

waterway incidents/casualties; 

g) Generalizing and analyzing the materials collected during the investigation; 

h) Making timely decisions regarding the necessary investigations and tests to determine the causes of 

the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties; 

i) Reviewing the circumstances, causes, and recommendations related to the marine and inland 

waterway incidents/casualties; 

j) Inviting specialists from relevant fields and utilizing their technical tools during the investigation; 

k) Sending materials, components, aggregates, structural elements of the vessel, and related documents 



for laboratory analysis, including fragments of the vessel/mechanisms; 

l) Requesting necessary materials and documents for the investigation from the shipowner, operator, 

and officials of organizations involved in the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties; 

m) Acting in accordance with the provisions of the Decree of the Minister of Economy and Sustainable 

Development of Georgia No. 1-1/588 of 8 November 2016, on the Approval of the Regulation for the 

Transportation Safety Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of 

Georgia. 

Article 9. Main Rights and Obligations of the Invited Specialist 

1. The invited specialist is required to provide qualified assistance to the investigator in addressing 

the issues raised during the investigation of the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties 

and to follow instructions related to the investigation of marine and inland waterway 

incidents/casualties. 

2. The invited specialist must: 

a) Conduct a comprehensive and objective examination of the objects, materials, and documents 

related to the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties; 

b) Provide a well-reasoned written conclusion on the issues presented by the investigator and 

formalize it accordingly; 

c) With the investigator's consent, review relevant objects, materials, and documents related to 

the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties to prepare the conclusion; 

d) Propose investigative actions regarding the vessel's components, parts, and other items related 

to the the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties, specifying the objectives of such 

actions. 

Article 10. Request for Evidence from Crew Members and the Principle of Confidentiality 

1. If the investigator or the vessel's captain/owner requests evidence from the crew members, such 

evidence must be provided as soon as possible. The crew member must be permitted to return to 

the vessel without delay. 

2. The crew member providing evidence must be fully informed about the investigation. They must 

also be granted the opportunity to seek legal counsel regarding their right to remain silent, their 

right not to testify against themselves, and their right to ensure that any evidence they provide 

may not be used against them. 

3. In the course of investigating the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties, the 

Investigation Bureau shall be authorized to examine any relevant documents, including the vessel's 

logbook, expert opinions, assessments from certifying bodies, as well as copies of records from 

electronic systems, such as the Voyage Data Recorder (VDR) and the Automatic Identification 

System (AIS), in addition to audio and video materials, all of which shall be considered as evidence. 

4. The investigator must ensure the confidentiality of the following information obtained during the 

investigation process: 

a) Any witness testimony or statements, reports, or records made or received by the investigator 

during the investigation; 

b) Identifiable information of individuals who provided materials related to the marine and inland 

waterway incidents/casualties; 

c) Personal information about individuals involved in the marine and inland waterway 

incidents/casualties, including health-related details; 



d) Information containing photographs, audio recordings, video recordings, and Voyage Data 

Recorder (VDR) recordings, except when such materials are attached to the final report; 

e) Until the investigation report is completed, the Investigation Bureau may only disclose general 

facts about the marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties. 

Chapter III 

Investigation of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties: Obligations and Procedures 

Article 11. Preliminary Assessment of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties 

1. In the event of a marine and inland waterway incident/casualty, the investigator shall make a 

preliminary assessment to determine whether an investigation should be initiated. If the 

investigator decides not to proceed with an investigation, the decision must be documented in a 

protocol, communicated to all relevant parties, and stored in accordance with the Bureau’s 

established procedures. 

2. Upon receiving a notification of a marine and inland waterway incident/casualty, the Investigation 

Bureau shall conducts an initial evaluation of the incident/casualty. Environmental protection 

agencies must assess whether significant ecological pollution of the sea has occurred. 

3. The Investigation Bureau is required to investigate casualties within the maritime and inland 

waterway transport sector that are classified as: very serious marine casualty, serious marine 

casualty, and inland waterway casualty/serious casualty. 

4. In cases of less serious marine casualties, or marine and inland waterway incidents, the 

Investigation Bureau shall evaluate the importance of conducting an investigation, taking into 

account the severity of the casualty/incident, its impact on safety, the type of vessel(s) involved, 

and the characteristics of the cargo. An investigation shall be carried out only if deemed necessary 

by the Investigation Bureau. 

5. Incidents within the maritime transport sector where there is no significant likelihood of a serious 

marine casualty, shall be investigated by the vessel's captain or the Safety Service of the Maritime 

Transport Agency. Upon request, the investigation report must be submitted to the Transportation 

Safety Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia. 

6. If the Investigation Bureau decides not to conduct an investigation, it may delegate the 

responsibility to the vessel owner company. Upon completion of the investigation, the company 

must submit all materials obtained during the investigation to the Bureau. 

7. In making decisions under this article, the investigator must consider the seriousness of the marine 

and inland waterway incident/casualty, the type of vessel and/or cargo involved, the potential to 

obtain evidence, and the opportunity to prevent similar incidents in the future. 

Article 12. Cooperation in the Investigation of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties 

1. In pursuit of the objectives of the investigation and based on practical considerations, the 

investigating body shall cooperate with the relevant authorities of other substantially interested 

states. 

2. In the investigation of marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties, the Bureau shall 

cooperate  with the competent authorities of other States involved in the process to facilitate the 

timely identification of the State responsible for conducting the investigation, thereby enhancing 

its overall efficiency. 



3. The Investigation Bureau shall be responsible for conducting the investigation and cooperating 

with the competent authorities of interested States when an agreement has been reached in 

accordance with Paragraph 2 of Article 12. 

4. If, by mutual agreement of the interested States and in accordance with Paragraph 2 of this Article, 

the Georgian Transportation Safety Investigation Bureau is designated as the responsible authority 

for investigating a specific marine and inland waterway incident/casualty: 

a) The Bureau shall collaborate with the competent authorities of the interested States throughout 

the investigation process, giving due consideration to their perspectives. 

b) Within the framework of the investigation of any marine and inland waterway 

incident/casualty, the competent authorities of the interested States shall have the same rights in 

the investigation as the Bureau. 

 

5. The Investigation Bureau shall cooperate with the State responsible for the investigation and, 

where necessary, shall exercise all available rights to actively participate in the investigation. This 

shall apply when, by mutual agreement between the concerned States, as outlined in paragraph 2 

of this Article, the Investigation Bureau has not assumed the role of the State responsible for the 

investigation. 

6. Based on mutual agreement with the competent authorities of the interested States, the 

Investigation Bureau shall be authorized to transfer the authority to conduct the investigation or 

address related tasks to the Investigation Bureau of another State. 

7. The Investigation Bureau shall be required to notify GISIS of a "very serious marine casualty" or a 

"serious marine casualty." 

 

Article 13. Procedures for Investigating Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties 

1. The investigation must commence immediately following a marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty, as soon as the investigation becomes feasible, or no later than two months 

after the incident. 

2. The procedures for investigating marine and inland waterway incidents/casualties include: 

a) The decision to initiate the investigation; 

b) The collection and analysis of information; 

c) The conduct of necessary investigation(s); 

d) The identification of the causes of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty; 

e) The preparation of the investigation report on the marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty; 

f) The development of recommendations regarding the safety of navigation and the discussion of 

the outcomes of the incident/casualty investigation. 

 



Article 14. Obligation to Notify 

1. Government authorities, local self-government bodies, shipowners, operators of inland waterway 

vessels, classification societies, and other legal and natural persons, within the scope of their 

respective competences, shall be required to fully assist the investigator. They must promptly 

provide all relevant documents and information in their possession, unless otherwise stipulated by 

law. Upon request, they shall also obligated to carry out tasks related to the investigation of the 

marine or inland waterway incident, provide the investigator with any available resources, and 

take appropriate measures to protect the incident site. 

2. The initial notification of any marine or inland waterway incident/casualty to the Investigation 

Bureau must be submitted in accordance with Annex 4 of these Rules. 

Article 15. Obligations of the Ship's Captain in the Event of a Marine or Inland Waterway 

Incident/Casualty 

1. The captain of a vessel navigating in marine or inland waterways, the shipping company, the 

operator of an inland waterway vessel, and other parties reasonably connected to the marine or 

inland waterway incident/casualty, shall be required to collect, preserve, and submit to the 

Investigation Bureau all relevant materials (e.g., information from the course log, engine operation 

data, ship’s logbook entries, VDR records) that contain information related to the incident. 

2. The captain of the vessel involved in the incident/casualty shall be obligated, within the scope of 

their capabilities, to undertake the following actions: 

a) Notify the shipowner, the vessel’s insurer, the flag State, the relevant Georgian consulate, and 

the Investigation Bureau about the incident/casualty; 

b) Declare a marine protest in accordance with the procedures established by the Maritime Code, 

if the incident provides grounds for the shipowner to file a property claim; 

c) Ensure the preservation of the vessel and its machinery components, control panels, information 

storage devices, onboard recorders, cargo, baggage, mail, and other items; 

d) Secure the vessel and the site of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty; 

e) Collect materials related to the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty; 

f) Obtain written explanations from persons involved in the incident/casualty and eyewitnesses; 

g) Prepare a Technical Report on the Marine Incident/Casualty or request its preparation by the 

relevant classification society; 

h) Prepare a technical diagram of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty or request its 

preparation by the classification society; 

i) Submit the captain’s report in accordance with the Appendix of the Code of International 

Standards and Recommended Practices for the Safety Investigation of Marine Casualties and 

Marine Incidents, and Annex 2 of these Rules. 



2. At the investigator's request, the ship's captain must additionally provide: 

a) The vessel’s onboard recorder tapes, decoding materials, marine chart with the plotted course, 

maneuvering schemes, radar plots, maneuver characteristics tables, radar shadow sector graphs, damage 

diagrams, and drawings; 

b) The reports from the diver’s inspection, dock inspection, and/or surveyor inspection; 

c) Photographs of the vessel's damages and video footage depicting the marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty; 

d) The classification society's acts concerning the vessel involved in the incident/casualty; 

e) Copies of the ship’s logbook and engine logbook; 

f) Any other documentary materials and information required for the investigation of the marine or 

inland waterway incident/casualty. 

3. One copy of the documents listed in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article must be sent to the shipowner, 

while two copies must be submitted to the investigator. 

4. If the incident/casualty occurred on a vessel flying the Georgian flag outside of Georgia’s territorial 

waters, and the Investigation Bureau is unable to initiate a timely investigation, the ship's captain must 

commence a preliminary internal investigation. The materials from this investigation must be submitted 

to the Investigation Bureau. Additionally, if a criminal case has been initiated due to the marine 

incident/accident, the captain must notify the Investigation Bureau of the materials transferred to the 

criminal proceedings and the timing of their transfer. 

5.  If, due to health reasons or other circumstances, the ship’s captain is unable to carry out the actions 

outlined in this article, they must be carried out by the assistant to the captain. 

Article 16. Obligations of the Shipowner During the Internal Investigation 

1. The shipowner of the vessel involved in the incident/casualty shall be responsible for conducting 

an internal investigation, for which they must: 

a) Confirm the captain’s report concerning the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty and prepare 

the shipowner’s report in accordance with Annex 2 of these Rules; 

b) Ensure the collection and preservation of the following materials: the vessel’s onboard recorder tapes, 

photographs from radar indicator readings, vessel movement charts, radio communication and radio 

technical equipment operation time logs, crew members’ seafarer books and certificates, health-related 

documents, vessel, engine(s), and aggregate forms along with their malfunction reports, technical service 

records, documents regarding tools, equipment, and control devices used to address malfunctions prior to 

or during the vessel's departure, as well as meteorological data relevant to the area of navigation; 

c) Submit the documents listed in subparagraphs (a) and (b) to the investigator. 



2. The shipowner shall be obligated to implement appropriate preventive measures to avoid similar 

incidents in the future and reflect these measures in the shipowner’s report. 

Article 17. Actions of the Investigator in the Process of Investigating Marine or Inland Waterway 

Incidents/Casualties 

1. In the course of investigating Marine or Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties, the investigator shall: 

a) Identify the vessel and its crew members involved in the incident/casualty, examine the location 

of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty, assess the adequacy of actions taken by the 

ship's captain and owner in accordance with Articles 15 and 16 of these Rules, and, if necessary, 

implement additional measures; 

b) Verify the dissemination of information regarding the marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty, ensure the integrity and security of the incident/casualty site, including the 

preservation of the vessel, its mechanical fragments, and any human remains (if any), as well as 

the retrieval and safeguarding of the vessel's onboard recorders; 

c) Draft an inspection report on the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty site, 

documenting the locations of the vessel and its mechanical fragments, the positioning and 

condition of human remains (if any) in relation to the vessel’s main components, and the general 

condition of the site; 

d) Record the data displayed on the vessel's instruments, as well as the positions of switches, circuit 

breakers, and control levers, using photographic or video documentation, while ensuring, to the 

extent possible, the preservation of the vessel’s mechanical fragments in their original state 

without dismantling or damaging them; 

e) Arrange for the determination of alcohol or psychotropic substance levels in the bodies of the 

vessel’s crew members and obtain written explanations from all crew members; 

f) Document, through photographs, videos, or schematic drawings, any objects or markings that 

could be destroyed by environmental influences (e.g., ice layers, soot on the vessel’s surface, 

distinctive traces of the vessel’s movement, etc.); 

g) Prepare a preliminary sketch of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty site; 

h) Request relevant services to provide meteorological data concerning weather conditions at the 

probable time of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty; 

i) If necessary, record the names of other vessels operating in the vicinity of the incident/casualty 

and take all essential measures to preserve the data recorded on onboard recorders. 

 

2. An individual authorized to participate in the investigation of a marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty may conduct investigative actions directly at the incident/casualty site only with 

the consent of the investigator. 



3. Onboard recorders related to the navigation of the vessel involved in the incident/casualty, along 

with the vessel's documents and technical records, shall be stored in the Investigation Bureau and 

may only be issued or used with the Bureau’s authorization. 

4. As a result of the investigation of a marine or inland waterway incident/casualty, the investigator 

must determine: 

a) The conditions and circumstances present at the time of the marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty; 

b) The category of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty, as well as its causes and 

consequences; 

c) The legality of the actions taken by the individuals involved in the incident/casualty; 

d) The individuals whose actions or inactions caused or contributed to the occurrence of the 

marine or inland waterway incident/casualty. 

5. The following information must be submitted to the Investigation Bureau: 

a) Audio and video recordings from the Vessel Traffic System (VTS), security patrol logs, and any 

other information related to the incident/casualty, including additional audio or video records; 

b) Data from the Maritime Rescue Coordination Center (MRCC Georgia), the Coast Guard 

Maritime Fleet, reports from the Automatic Identification System (AIS) and GEOREP, as well as 

audio and video recordings and any other information associated with the incident/casualty; 

c) The investigator of the Investigation Bureau must conduct interviews as soon as possible with 

individuals connected to the incident/casualty, paying particular attention to seafarers to prevent 

any disruption to maritime operations or the repatriation of crew members; 

d) Prior to conducting interviews, the investigator must inform the interviewee of the basis and 

purpose of the investigation. 

Article 18. Primary Powers of the Investigator and the Invited Specialist in the Investigation of Marine 

and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties 

1. The investigator and any individual authorized by them to participate in the investigation of a 

marine or inland waterway incident/casualty, provided they possess the necessary authority and 

present the appropriate documentation, shall have the right, except as otherwise stipulated in 

Chapter II of these Rules, to: 

a) Access the location where the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty occurred or where 

fragments of the vessel and its mechanisms are located, and carry out all necessary investigative 

actions; 

b) Inspect and examine the vessel involved in the incident/casualty, its components, and any other 

objects on board or related to the incident that are significant for the investigation of the 

incident/casualty; 

c) Interview eyewitnesses of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty, as well as 

individuals who have or may have any connection to the incident. This authority shall be exercised 

exclusively by the investigator; 

d) Obtain copies of forensic medical examination reports of fatalities resulting from the marine or 

inland waterway incident/casualty, in accordance with legal procedures, and request autopsies or 

any other necessary examinations. 



2. The actions specified in subparagraphs (a), (b), and (c) of the first paragraph of this article shall 

be carried out in a manner that does not disrupt the transportation process and, to the greatest 

extent possible, ensures the preservation of all objects related to the marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty, in accordance with the objectives of the investigation of the incident/casualty. 

3. In addition to the provisions outlined in the first paragraph of this article, a specialist invited by 

the investigator shall have the right to participate in: 

a) The processing and analysis of information related to the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty; 

b) Experiments conducted as part of the investigation of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty; 

c) Meetings held to determine the causes of the incident/casualty, formulate recommendations, and 

review the investigation report. 

Article 19. Support for the Investigation of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties  

1. The owner of a vessel involved in an incident/casualty must cooperate with the investigator, 

provide necessary assistance, and ensure appropriate working and resting conditions. 

2. The Bureau shall be responsible for the storage, reproduction, and distribution of documents 

related to the investigation of mane and inland waterway incidents/casualties. The Bureau may 

store and distribute these documents in electronic format, as permitted under this provision. 

Chapter IV 

Investigation Report on Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties 

Article 20. Investigation Report on Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties 

1. Following the investigation of a marine or inland waterway incident/casualty, the investigator 

shall prepare an investigation report (Annex 3) (hereinafter referred to as "the investigation 

report"). 

2. The Bureau must prepare an investigation report for each marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty that has been investigated. 

3. The investigation report shall include the following details regarding the marine or inland 

waterway incident/casualty: 

a) Category; 

b) Time and location; 

c) Relevant circumstances; 

d) Causal factors; 

e) Preventive measures. 

4. The investigation report must contain: 

a) Information on the vessel, its owner, and the supervising classification society; 

b) A description of the materials gathered during the investigation of the incident/casualty; 

c) A detailed account and analysis of the causes of the marine or inland waterway 

incident/casualty, considering both mechanical and human factors; 

d) Safety recommendations to prevent similar incidents/casualties in the future. 

5. The investigator must ensure that all records and witness statements remain confidential and are 

not disclosed, except in cases provided for by law. 

6. The investigation report shall be signed by the investigator. 



7. The invited expert shall be required to attach their opinion to the investigation report as an annex. If 

the invited expert disagrees with the content of the report, they must provide a substantiated dissenting 

opinion, which shall be considered an integral part of the investigation report. 

8. If, during the investigation, the Bureau determines that the findings do not contribute to achieving the 

investigation’s objectives or to preventing similar incidents in the future (except in cases of a "very serious 

marine casualty" or a "serious marine casualty"), it may prepare a simplified (concise) version of the report. 

This version shall omit the incident analysis and recommendations. 

9. Before finalizing the investigation report of a marine or inland waterway incident/casualty, the Bureau 

must coordinate the draft report with other relevant state authorities in accordance with the Maritime 

Accident Code. If necessary, the draft report should also be coordinated with other entities (such as the 

maritime company involved in the investigation of a marine casualty or marine incident, or the state 

environmental agency). Any party with a differing opinion on the report may have their dissenting view 

appended to the final version. 

Article 21. Timeline for Publishing the Investigation Report 

1. The investigator shall publish the final investigation report as soon as possible, but no later than 12 months 

from the date of the marine or inland waterway incident/casualty. The report shall be made available online 

on the official website of the Transportation Safety Investigation Bureau (www.moesd.gov.ge). 

If law enforcement authorities inform the Bureau that a criminal investigation or additional expert 

examination is underway, the Bureau shall coordinate the publication of the report with the relevant authorities.  

However, under all circumstances, the report must be published within the 12-month timeframe. 

2. If the final report cannot be published within 12 months, the investigator must issue an interim report at 

the end of each year following the incident/casualty, detailing the progress of the investigation and 

addressing safety concerns. 

Article 22. Distribution of the Investigation Report 

1. The final investigation report shall be sent to the following recipients: 

a) The State that has a substantial interest in the investigation of the marine or inland waterway 

incident; 

b) Entities involved in the incident/casualty; 

c) Entities that are responsible for responding to safety recommendations or contribute to ensuring 

the safe navigation of marine and inland waterway transport within their competence; 

d) The International Maritime Organization, based on the severity of the specific incident/casualty 

as determined by the Bureau; 

e) Any other entity that the Bureau deems necessary. 

2. Aside from the provision outlined in paragraph 1(d), the Bureau may, at its discretion, send the 

investigation report to the International Maritime Organization in other cases if the report could 

contribute to the implementation of effective preventive methods to avoid marine incidents. 

3. The investigation report shall be sent to the investigative authorities conducting the investigation, 

provided they submit a written request. 

Article 23. Reopening of the Investigation of a Marine or Inland Waterway Incident/Casualty 

http://www.moesd.gov.ge/


The investigation of a marine or inland waterway incident/casualty may be reopened if new evidence is 

presented by an interested party, which could fundamentally alter the analysis of the incident/casualty 

and the investigation report prepared by the investigator. 

In the event that such facts or circumstances are discovered after the publication of the final report, the 

Investigation Bureau shall conduct an additional or repeated investigation. Following the completion of 

the investigation, the Bureau shall issue an additional or new final report. 

Article 24. Registration of Marine and Inland Waterway Incidents/Casualties and Storage of Investigation 

Materials 

For each incident/casualty involving a vessel flying the flag of Georgia, regardless of the incident's 

location, as well as for incidents occurring in the territorial waters of Georgia, its exclusive economic 

zone, or within the inland waterways of Georgia involving a vessel flying the flag of a foreign State, the 

related materials and the investigation report shall be stored at the Investigation Bureau. These documents 

shall be kept in the Bureau’s institutional register of marine and inland waterway incidents for a period 

of 10 years. 

 

Annex 1 

Marine Incident/Casualty Categories Table 

 

Category  English Equivalent for 

the category  

Category Description  

გემის ჩაძირვა 

 

Foundered (FD) 

 
Ship sinking due to flooding, breaking 

in two, or due to other causes. 
გემის მეჩეჩზე 

დაჯდომა 

 

Wrecked/Stranded(WS) Ship grounding, contact with 

underwater obstacles, or touching the 

seabed 

შეხება Contact (CT) Ship contact with a boring  platform, 

dock, and/or moored or tugged objects, 

excluding contact with another ship or 

the seabed 

შეჯახება 

 

Collision (CN) Ship collision with another ship, 

regardless of whether the latter is 

moving, stationary (including 

anchored), or moored 

ხანძარი ან 

აფეთქება*: 

Fire or explosiont (FX): The occurrence of fire or explosion on a 

ship 

ტვირთისა, სათავსში; Cargo Cargo on deck, in the cargo hold, or in 

the ventilated cargo system 

სამანქანე სათავსში; MCHY; In the machinery space 

სატუმბო 

განყოფილებაში; 

PMP 

 
In the pump room 

სხვა Other In the hold, navigational cabin, 

storeroom, and other areas, excluding 

those specified in subparagraphs 5.1 – 

5.3  



გემის უგზო-

უკვლოდ დაკარგვა 

 

Missing (MS) The vessel is declared missing according 

to Georgian legislation 

კორპუსის ან 

მექანიზმების 

დაზიანება 

Hull (HD) Machinery 

damage (MD) 

 

Damage to the ship's hull or the 

cessation of its machinery, leading to 

the loss or damage of the vessel. 
კატეგორია 

დაუდგენელი 

Unclassified (Other) 

 
A marine incident that does not fall 

under any of the aforementioned 

categories and cannot be assigned to 

another category due to the lack of 

sufficient information about the 

incident. 
 

Note*: If the fire/explosion was caused by a collision between vessels, grounding, or another reason, the 

corresponding marine incident falls under the categories "Collision," "Grounding," etc. 

 

Annex 2 

 

Master s/Shipowner’s Report on Marine Incident/Casuality 

    

 

 

გემის დასახელება 

Name of the vessel 

გემის გამოსვლის ნავსადგური 

Ship’s voyage from 

დანიშნულების ნავსადგური 

To 

ინციდენტის სახე  

 Nature of Incident 

ინციდენტის ადგილი 

Site of Incident 

ინციდენტის თარიღი და დრო 

Time/date of incident  

 

 1. გემის მონაცემები Ship’s particulars  

დროშის სახელმწიფო 

Flag State  

გემის სახეობა 

Type of the vessel 

IMO საიდენტიფიკაციო ნომერი  

IMO Identification Number 

მიწერის ნავსადგური 

Port of Registry 

ამოსაცნობი ნიშანი 

Call sign  

 

რეგისტრაციის ნომერი 

Register No. 

აშენების თარიღი და ადგილი 

Year and place of build 

სამშენებლო მასალა 

Construction material 

მაქსიმალური სიგრძე 

Length overall 

 

მაქსიმალური განი 

 Breadth overall 

სრული რეგისტრული ტონაჟი 

Gross tonnage 

სუფთა ტონაჟი 

 Net tonnage 

 



2. ინსპექტირება/Inspections 

საკლასიფიკაციო საზოგადოება/ბოლო ინსპექტირების თარიღი 

Classification society/date of last inspection 

 

 

ნავსადგურის სახელმწიფო კონტროლი/დროშის სახელმწიფო 

კონტროლი/ინსპექტირების ბოლო თარიღი 

Port State Control/Flag State Control/last inspection 

გემის კაპიტნის საკონტაქტო ინფორმაცია (ტელეფონი, ფაქსი, ელ.ფოსტა) 

Ship Master’s phone, fax number; e-mail address: 

3. გემთმლობელის/ოპერატორის/აგენტის საკონტაქტო ინფორმაცია 

Shipowner/operator/agent contact information 

გემთმფლობელის/ოპერატორის/დამქირავებლის 

(სახელი, მისამართი, ტელ.ნომერი/ფაქსი/ელ-ფოსტა) 

Shipowner/Operator/Charterer (Name, address, phone/fax 

number; e-mail address) 

 

 

აგენტის (სახელი, მისამართი, ტელ.ნომერი/ფაქსი/ელ-

ფოსტა) 

Agent (Name, address, phone/fax number; e-mail address) 

 

 

 

4. ამინდი (ინციდენტის  დროს)/Weather conditions (at the time of the incident) 

 ქარის სიჩქარე და 

მიმართულება მ/წ.  

Wind speed and direction 

(m/s). 

 

წყლის ზედაპირის მდგომარეობა 

Water surface condition 

ხილვადობა 

 Visibility 

ჰაერის ტემპერატურა 

Air temperature 

წყლის ტემპერატურა 

Water temperature  

ღრუბელი/წვიმა 

Cloudiness/rain 

5. ძირითადი ძრავი/პროპელერი Main engine/Propeller 

ძირითადი ძრავის ტიპი, სიმძლავრე 

Main engine type, power (HP/kW) 

პროპელერის ტიპი/რაოდენობა 

Type of propeller/number 

ბრუნვის მიმართულება 

Direction of rotation 

გემის სიჩქარე/გემის სიჩქარე 

ინციდენტის დროს 

Ship’s speed/speed at the time of incident 

 

წყალშიგი ინციდენტის/შემთხვევის დროს 

Draft at the time of incident/casuality 

 

 

6. მანევრირების ერთეული/Manoeuvring unit 

საჭის სახეობა 

Type of rudder 

საჭის მაქსიმალური გადახრა/სიჩქარე 

Maximum rudder angle/speed 

ავტომესაჭე/სახეობა 

Automatic pilot/type 

მოქმედებაში 

In operation 

  დიახ 

  Yes 

  არა 

  No 

გემის ცხვირისა და კიჩოს დამატებითი მართვის 

მოწყობილობის სახე და რაოდენობა 

Bow/stern thruster/Type and number 

 

 

  

მანევრირების მონაცემთა ცხრილი 

Table of manoeuvring particulars 

  თანდართულია 

  Attached  

  არ არის დართული 

  Not attached 



7. სანავიგაციო და რადიო მოწყობილობა/Navigational and radio equipment 

მაგნიტური/გირო კომპასი 

Magnetic/Gyrocompass 

რადარი/რადარის ავტომატური სისტემა/Radar/Automatic Radar Plotting Aid (ARPA) 

საჭე/Rudder 

გლობალური პოზიციენერების სისტემა/ 

Global Positioning System (GPS) 

GMDSS მოწყობილობა 

Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) installation 

ავტომატური საიდენტიფიკაციო სისტემა 

Automatic Identification System (AIS) Equipment 

ნაოსნობის მონაცემების ჩამწერი მოწყობილობა 

Voyage Data Recorder (VDR) 

სხვა მოწყობილობები 

Other installations 

8. გემის ტვირთი/Ship’s cargo 

ტვირთის სახეობა/სათავსი 

Nature of cargo/storage 

9. გემის საწვავი, ბალასტი, სათავსოები /Ship’s fuel, ballast, stores 

საწვავის ტიპი/რაოდენობა 

Fuel type and amount 

საპოხი, ჰიდრავლიკური ზეთის ტიპი/რაოდენობა 

Lubricants, hydraulic oil type and amount 

ინფორმაცია ბალასტზე 

Ballast information 

სხვა სათავსები 

Other stores 

10. გემის ეკიპაჟი/სხვა პერსონალი (როგორც შესაძლო მოწმეები) 

      Ship’s crew/other persons (as possible witnesses of the incident) 

ეკიპაჟის წევრთა რაოდენობა ეკიპაჟის უსაფრთხო 

დაკომპლექტების დოკუმენტის მოწმობის მიხედვით 

Number of crew according to the ship’s minimum safe manning 

certificate  

 ფაქტობრივად 

გემზე მყოფთა 

რაოდენობა  

Actually on 

board 

 

 

რანგი 

Rank 

    

სახელი, გვარი 

First name, surname 

    

ეროვნება 

Nationality 

    

კომპეტენციის 

დამადასტურებელი 

სერტიფიკატი/გამცემი 

Certificate of 

Competency/issuing country 

    

კომპანიასთან მუშაობის 

სტაჟი 

Length of Service  with the 

Company 

    

შესაბამის პოზიციაზე 

ყოფნის შტაჟი 

    



Length of Service in the 

Position 

მარცხგანცდილ გემზე 

მუშაობის სტაჟი 

Length of Service on the 

Casualty Vessel 

    

 მეზღვაურად ყოფნის სტაჟი 

Sea Service Duration 

    

11. ინციდენტის აღწერა (გემის დაზიანება, ქონებრივი ზიანი, ფიზიკური ზიანი) 

Incident Description (Ship Damage, Property Damage, Physical Injury) 

 

თუ წინამდებარე დანართის რომელიმე პუნქტში არ არის საკმარისი ადგილი 

ინფორმაციის ჩასაწერად გთხოვთ, გამოიყენოთ დამატებითი გვერდი და მიაკრათ 

დანართს. 

 

If there is insufficient space in any section of this annex to include the information, 

please use an additional page and attach it to the annex. 
გთხოვთ, დაუბრუნოთ წინამდებარე ანგარიშის შევსებული ფორმა საქართველოს 

ეკონომიკისა და მდგრადი განვითარების სამინისტროს სატრანსპორტო უსაფრთხოების 

მოკვლევის ბიურო 

Please return the completed form of the present report to the Transportation Safety 

Investigation Bureau of the Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia 

 

 

 

ხელმოწერის 

ადგილი/Place of 

Signature 

დრო/Date of Signature კაპიტნის ხელმოწერა/Ship 

master’s signature 

 

Annex 3 

 

Marine Incident/Marine Casualty Investigation Report 

Introduction 

This section outlines the main objective and purpose of the investigation emphasizing that it is not 

intended to assign blame or determine liability for individuals involved in the marine incident/marine 

casualty. The investigation report should not be framed in a manner that could be used for legal 

proceedings. (Furthermore, it must avoid identifying witnesses or the evidence provided by them). 

1. General Overview 

This section provides a summary of the key facts surrounding the marine incident/marine casualty, 

including the location, time, and nature of the event. It also covers any fatalities, injuries, ship 

damage, cargo loss, third-party damage, or environmental impact. 

2. Factual Information  

http://www.economy.ge/en/civil-aviation-and-maritime-transport-accident-incident-investigation-bureau
http://www.economy.ge/en/civil-aviation-and-maritime-transport-accident-incident-investigation-bureau


This section includes separate parts that contain information considered necessary by the 

commission to ensure a complete and comprehensive analysis of the circumstances surrounding 

the incident. 

2.1. Ship Details 

 Flag State/Relevant State Ship Registry 

 Identification Data 

 Key Characteristics 

 Ship Owner and Operator  

 Ship Construction Materials 

 Minimum Crew Requirement 

 Authorized Cargo 

2.2. Route Details 

 Port of Call 

 Navigation Type 

 Cargo Details 

 Crew Information 

2.3. Marine Incident/Marine Casualty Information 

 Type of Marine Incident/Marine Casualty 

 Exact Date and Time of the Marine Casualty (calendar date and hour) 

 Position and Location of the Marine Incident/Marine Casualty 

 External and Internal Conditions 

 Ship's Operation and Incident Location 

 Affected Part of the Ship's Hull  

 Human Factors Data 

 Impact (for Individuals, Ship, Cargo, the Environment, etc.)  

2.4. Coastal State Involvement and Emergency Response  

 Parties Involved 

 Resources Used 

 Assessment of Timeliness in Response 

 Actions Taken 

 Results Achieved 

 

3. Main Content 

This section presents a general overview of the marine incident/marine casualty, taking into account the 

following circumstances: the chronological sequence of events, the involvement of each 

individual/material in the incident (individuals, materials, environment, equipment, or external factors). 

The main content is based on the specific details and characteristics of the marine incident/merine 



casualty that contributed to its occurrence. Additionally, this section should include any details that 

emerged during the investigation process, including the results of any tests or experiments conducted. 

4. Analysis 

This section provides a detailed examination of the incident, addressing each event individually. It also 

includes commentary on the results of all tests and experiments conducted during the investigation. 

Additionally, this section outlines the measures taken to prevent environmental contamination. 

This section should include such key aspects as: 

— The nature and context of the incident; 

— Errors, negligence, and improper actions by individuals, circumstances surrounding the use of 

hazardous materials, aspects of environmental impact, equipment malfunctions, and external factors; 

— Factors related to personnel responsibilities, deck operations, actions taken by the coastal State, and 

regulatory oversight. 

The analysis and commentary should facilitate logical conclusions, clearly identifying the circumstances 

that led to the marine incident/casualty and the associated risks. Furthermore, it should address the 

measures which were implemented to prevent the incident or mitigate external factors but proved to 

beineffective or were not implemented at all. 

5. Conclusion 

This section identifies the factors that contributed to the marine incident/marine casualty, as well as any 

instances of inaction or inadequate measures (whether material, functional, symbolic, or procedural) that 

should have been implemented to prevent the resulting outcome. 

6. Safety Recommendations 

Where appropriate, this section should provide safety recommendations based on the situational analysis 

and conclusions, addressing factors such as legal considerations, intent, procedures, inspections, 

management practices, health and safety standards, training, vessel maintenance, functionality, coastal 

State support, and emergency assistance. 

The recommendations should be directed at relevant stakeholders, including shipowners, operators, 

recognized organizations, maritime administrations, vessel traffic monitoring authorities, emergency 

services, the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and European institutions, with the goal of 

preventing similar incident(s) in the future. 

Additionally, this section should highlight any temporary measures adopted during the investigation 

process. 

 

 

7. Annexes 

Where applicable, the following information should be included as annexes to the report, either in 

printed and/or electronic form: 



— Photographs of the vessel, audio recordings, maps, sketches; 

— Standards; 

— Definitions of technical terms and abbreviations; 

— Results of safety studies; 

— Other relevant information. 

 

 

 

Annex 4 
 

 
 
 

 
For Official Use 

To be filled by 

the Agency  

Ref: 

შეტყობინების ფორმა 

Notification Form 



Pursuant to the 2024 order of the Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia, 

the obligation to report any marine incident/marine casualty to the Bureau is established. This 

requirement applies to shipmasters, skippers, and shipowners of vessels flying the Georgian flag. 

Additionally, the reporting obligation extends to ports and the Coast Guard Department of the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia. 
 

 

The terms and conditions are outlined on the official website of the Ministry at: 
www.economy.ge 

 

Please submit the completed form via email: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia.  
Head of Transportation Safety Investigation Bureau. 

2 Sanapiro str.  Tbilisi, 0114, Georgia  
www.moesd.gov.ge  

E-mail: tsib@moesd. gov.ge 
 

24hr Reporting 

line:____________

_ 

General 

Enquires:________

____________ 

 
24hr Reporting Line + 

General Enquiries:+  

Fax: + 

 

 

 

 

ნაწილი „ა“ 

Section A 

ინციდენტის თარიღი 

(დღე/თვე/წელი)* 

Date of incident (dd/mm/yyyy):* 

 

 ინციდენტი

ს დრო: 

Time of 

incident:* 

 

http://www.economy.ge/


UTC  

ადგილობრ

ივი დრო* 

Local time 

 

 

 

გემის სახელი:* 

Name of vessel:* 

 

მიწერის ნავსადგური:* 

Port of registry:* 

 გემის 

დროშა:* 

Flag of the 

vessel:* 

 

გემის ტიპი 

(ტანკერი/ბალკერი/საკრუიზო/ბორ

ანი/თევზსაჭერი, თევზსარეწი გემი 

სხვ.)* 

Type of the vessel (e.g. tanker/bulk 
carrier/cruise/ferry/fishing vessel 
etc.):* 

 

ინციდენტის სახე:* 

Type of the incident:* 

 

 

ინციდენტის მდებარეობა 

(ნავსადგური, ნავმისადგომი, 

გეოგრაფიული კოორდინატები 

გრძ./განედი):* 

Location of the incident (port, berth, 

geographical coordinates 

(longitude/latitude):* 

 

რომელი მოძრაობის გამოყოფ 

სქემაში მოხდა ინციდენტი? (თუ 

შესაძლებელია)* 

Which Traffic Separation Scheme 

did the incident take place? (if 
applicable)* 

 

მოხდა თუ არა ინციდენტი ნავსადგურის 

აკვატორიაში? 

Did the incident occur within the port's aquatory? 

 

 

ბუნებრივი 

განათება: 

Natural lighting: 

 

მხედველობა: 

Visibility: 

ზღვის მდგომარეობა: 

Sea conditions: 

ქარის ძალა:               ქარის 

მიმართულება 

Wind force: Wind direction: 



ინციდენტის გარემოებები (მონიშნეთ 

შესაბამისი კვადრატები) 

Consequences of the incident (Please tick relevant 

boxes ):  

       ფატალური დაზიანება/Fatal injury არაფატალური დაზიანება/Non-fatal 

injury 

გემი დაზიანებულია/Vessel damaged გემი დაიკარგა ან 

მიტოვებულია/Vessel lost or abandoned  

 

არ არის დაზიანება ან ზარალი /No injury or damage 
 
დაბინძურება - გთხოვთ მიუთითოთ მასშტაბი/ Pollution – if ticked please specify the scale:*        

 

დაბინძურების სახე: Pollution type: * 

 

 

 

 

ნაწილი „ბ“ გემის დეტალები 

Section B: Vessel Details  

 

გემთმფლობელის ან ოპერატორის მისამართ:* Address of the shipowner or operator:* 

სახელი:  

Name: 

 

მისამართი: 

Address: 

 

Tel:  

Email:  

IMO ნომერი 

(თუ შესაძლებელია)‘ 

IMO number 

(if applicable):* 

 სახმობი 

სიგნალი: 

Calling signal: 

 

RSS/SSR 

ნომერი:*RSS/S

SR number:* 

 

 

გემის სიგრძე 

(მეტრებში) Length of 

 რეგისტრული 

ტონაჟი  

 

  

  

 

 

 



vessel 

(in metres): 
Gross tonnage: 

გემის 

(ოფიციალური) 

სიგრძე 

LOA or registered 

length: 

 აშენების 

წელი: 

(თუ 

ცნობილია) 

Year of build 

(if known): 

 

თევზსაჭერი/თევზსა

რეწი გემის ტიპი: 

Type of fishing vessel: 

 

 კორპუსის მასალა: 

   Hull material: 

 

 

საკლასიფიკაციო 

საზოგადოება (თუ 

მიემართება) 

Classification society 
(if applicable): 

  
 

რამდენი საათის 

განმავლობაში 

იყო გემი 

უმართავად (თუ 

ცნობილია) 
How many hours 
was the vessel 
unmanned (if 
known)? 

 გთხოვთ მიუთითეთ, ინციდენტის შედეგად 

თქვენი გემის უსაფრთხოებისათის 

გესაჭიროებათ თუ არა:  

Please indicate if your vessel requires the 

following for safety as a result of the 

incident: 

ბუქსირი 

Tug assistance 

 

სანაპირო დახმარება 

Coastal assistance 

 

 

ეკიპაჟის 

წევრთა 

რაოდენობა 

გემზე: 

Number of 

crew members 

on board the 

vessel: 

   მგზავრთა 

რაოდენობა 

(ასეთის 

არსებობის 

შემთხვევაში) 

Number of 

passengers (if 

applicable): 

 

ბოლო 

პორტის 

დატოვე

ბა: 

Departu

re from 

the last 

port* 

თარიღი 

Date 

(dd/mm/y

yyy): 

 

დრო 

Time: 

 

UTC ან 

ადგილო

ბრივი 

დრო? 

UTC or 

 

მარშრუ

ტი: 

Voyage 

route * 

საიდან: 

From: 

 

სად: 

To: 

 

 



local 

time? 

 

საბორტო თვითჩამწერები - თუ მიემართება, გთხოვთ, მიუთითოთ/ Voyage Data Recorders - please 

specify, if applicable:* 

მწარმოებელი:  

Manufacturer: 

 

მოდელი:  

Model: 

 

შენახულია თუ არა ინციდენტის 

VDR ჩანაწერი? 

Is the incident's VDR preserved??* 

 

თუ შესაძლებელია, 

განავრცეთ, თქვენი 

გემისადმი 

მიყენებული ზიანი, 

მათ შორის ტვირთის 

დანაკარგიც: 

(გთხოვთ თან 

დაურთოთ 

ფოტოებიც, თუ 

შესაძლებელია) 

If possible, please 

specify the damage 

sustained by your 

vessel, including any 

cargo loss: 

(Please attach photos, if 

available) 

 

თუ შესაძლებელია, 

მიუთითეთ 

ინციდენტში ჩართული 

სხვა გემის დროშა ან/და 

მიწერის ნავსადგური: 

If possible, please 

specify the flag 

and/or port of 

registry of the other 

vessel involved in 

the incident:* 
 

 

 

 



ნაწილი „გ“: იმ პირთა დეტალები, რომლებიც დაიღუპნენ, დაიკარგნენ ან დაშავდნენ: 

Section C: Details of person(s) killed, missing or injured 

 

რამდენი ადამიანი დაშავდა და გახდა ქმედუუნარო 

72 საათზე მეტი ხნის განმავლობაში ინციდენტის 

განხორციელებიდან? 

How many people were injured and became 

incapacitated for more than 72 hours following the 

incident?* 

 რამდენი 

ადამიანი 

დაიღუპა ან 

დაიკარგა? 

How many 

people were 

killed or went 

missing?* 

 

 

 
პირველი ფიზიკური პირი/ Person 1 

თანამდებობა: 

Position  

 სქესი: 

Gender: 

 ასაკ

ი: 

Age: 

 

მოქალაქე

ობა: 

Nationality

: 

 

 

რა დაუზიანდა?  

What was injured?  

 დაზიანების სახე 

(შეიყვანეთ 

მონაცემები: 

„ფატალური“ ან 

„არ აღირიცხება“ 

ასეთის 

არსებობის 

შემთხვევაში) 

Nature of the 

injury (enter 

data: "fatal" or 

"not recorded" if 

applicable): 

 

ადგილი გემზე, 
სადაც დაშავდა: 

Place on the 
vessel where the 
injury occurred: 

 გამოიწვევს ზიანი 72 

საათის განმავლობაში 

პირის 

ქმედუუნარობას ან 24 

საათზე მეტ 

ჰოსპიტალიზირებას? 
 
Will the injury 
result in 
incapacity for 
more than 72 
hours or 
hospitalization 
for more than 
24 hours? 

 



 

ასრულებს თუ არა 

მოვალეობას? 

On / off duty? 

 

 
 

მეორე ფიზიკური პირი/ Person 2 

თანამდებობა: 

Position  

 სქესი: 

Gender: 

 ასაკი: 

Age: 

 

მოქალაქე

ობა: 

Nationality

: 

 

 

რა დაუზიანდა?  

What was injured?  

 დაზიანების სახე 

(შეიყვანეთ 

მონაცემები: 

„ფატალური“ ან 

„არ აღირიცხება“ 

ასეთის 

არსებობის 

შემთხვევაში) 

Nature of the 

injury (enter 

data: "fatal" or 

"not recorded" if 

applicable): 

 

    

ადგილი გემზე, 
სადაც დაშავდა: 

Place on the 
vessel where the 
injury occurred: 

 გამოიწვევს ზიანი 72 

საათის განმავლობაში 

პირის ქმედუუნარობას 

ან 24 საათზე მეტ 

ჰოსპიტალიზირებას? 
Will the injury 
result in 
incapacity for 
more than 72 
hours or 
hospitalization 
for more than 24 
hours? 

 

 

ასრულებს თუ არა 

მოვალეობას? 

On / off duty? 

 

 

თუკი დაზარალდა 2 პირზე მეტი, გთხოვთ, გამოიყენოთ დამატებითი გვერდები:  

If more than two individuals were injured, please use additional pages: 

ნაწილი "დ": გთხოვთ მოკლედ აღწერეთ იმ მოვლენათა თანმიმდევრობა რამაც გამოიწვია 



ინციდენტი 

Section D: Please give a brief descriptcion of the sequence of events leading to the incident 

ნაწილი "ე" 

Section E 

 

ე.1. გთხოვთ, აღწეროთ, რატომ ფიქრობთ, რომ ინციდენტი მოხდა: 

E.1. Please describe why you believe the incident occurred: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ე.2. იყო თუ არა რაიმე ქმედების რეკომენდაციები თქვენ მიერ ან სხვა პირის მიერ გაცემული? 
თუ დიახ, რა და ვის მიერ? 
E.2. Were any recommendations for action made by you or another person? If so, what were 
they and who provided them? 
 

 

 

 

 
ე.3. განხორციელდა თუ არა რაიმე ქმედებები? თუ დიახ, მაშინ ვის მიერ და როდის? 
E.3. Were any actions taken? If so, by whom and when? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ნაწილი "ვ" 

Section F 

 

 

 

ფორმის შემვსები პირი: 

Person completing the form:* 

სახელი: 

Name: 

 თარიღი (დღე, 

თვე, წელი) 

Date 

(dd/mm/yyyy): 

 

თანამდებო

ბა 

Position: 

 

Tel:  

Email:  

ვადასტურებ, რომ მოწოდებული ინფორმაცია ასახავს სინამდვილეს (ხელმოწერა) 

I confirm that the provided information reflects the truth (Signature): 



 

დანიშნული პირი (ასეთის არსებობის შემთხვევაში) Designated person (if applicable): 

სახელი 

Name: 

 

Tel:  

Email:  

 

მისამარ

თი: 

Address: 

 

 

ივსება გემის უსაფრთხოების ოფიცრის მიერ (ასეთის არსებობის შემთხვევაში) 

To be completed by ship’s safety officer (if applicable): 

სახელი: 

Name: 

 თარიღი 

(დღე/თვე/წელი

) 

Date 

(dd/mm/yyyy): 

 

Tel:  

Email:  

ვადასტურებ, რომ მოწოდებული ინფორმაცია ასახავს სინამდვილეს (ხელმოწერა) 

I confirm that the provided information reflects the truth (Signature): 

 

ნაწილი „ზ“: ივსება უსაფრთხოების წარმომადგენლის მიერ (ასეთის არსებობის შემთხვევაში) 

Section G- To be completed by the vessel's safety officer (if applicable). 

 

არჩეულ უსაფრთხოების წარმომადგენელს უნდა მიეცეს საშუალება შეავსოს შეტყობინების ეს 

ნაწილი სხვა ნაწილებთან დაკავშირებული ნებისმიერი კომენტარი დასაწერად. 

თუკი დაზარალებული პირი წარმოდგენილია სხვადასხვს უსაფრთხოების წარმომადგენლის 

მიერ, თითოეულმა შესაძლოა გააკეთოს დამატებითი კომენტარები, ქვემოთ მოცემულ ცარიელ 

ველებში: 

 

The designated safety officer should be given the opportunity to complete this section of the 

notification with any comments related to other sections. 

If the injured person is represented by different safety officers, each may provide additional 

comments in the empty fields below: 
 

 

სახელი 

(უსაფრთხოების 

წარმომადგენელი

) 

Name 

(Safety 

Representative): 

 თარიღი 

(დღე/თვე/წელ

ი) 

Date 

(dd/mm/yyyy): 

 

ვადასტურებ, რომ მოწოდებული ინფორმაცია ასახავს სინამდვილეს (ხელმოწერა) 

I confirm that the provided information reflects the truth (Signature): 

 



 

Guidance Note  

 

Please follow the information below to complete section "A": 
 

 

 

 

 


